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Montonn Jira is one of the most recognizable
Thai celebrities around. Adored by women,
envied by men and renowned for having

more than one string on his bow, Jay is an accom-
plished model, actor, musician and DJ.

Halloween will see Jay make a rare trip to Phuket
to play one of his unique music sets at Club Lime.
Matt Crook speaks to Thailand’s hottest commodity,
fresh off a world tour opening with Kenna for Justin
Timberlake.

Childhood superstar grows up

Born in Hong Kong in
1978, it wasn’t until
nearly 10 years later
in 1987 that look

kreung Jay moved to Thai-land
with his family.

At the tender age of
nine years old, Jay got his first
glimpse of fame winning a
school “Domon Mini” talent
contest by throwing together
some breakdance moves.

Two years later and
he was doing fashion shoots
for Praew magazine, Tur Kub
Chun magazine and Benetton.

At 13 years old, Jay
first picked up a  guitar, con-
tinued modeling, competed pro-
fessionally on television
gameshows and starred in nu-
merous TV commercials.

 Epitomizing every-
thing  about childhood stardom,

Jay was awarded the Bangkok
Post’s star of the year award in
1995.

In the late 90s, Jay
worked on his first movie, Mean
Street Blues, released his first al-
bum (which went gold), and
moved to California to study mu-
sic and electronics. There isn’t a
route to stardom he hasn’t tried
his hand at.

Jay moved a step closer
to the big time when he started
working with American
electronica-artist Kenna as a key-
board and bass player. “I’ve been
playing with Kenna since 2002.

“The first record came
out in 2003 under Sony Music and
Columbia Records.

“A band mate of mine
from university, Max Hart, was
playing with Kenna’s band and
he needed a replacement.

“At the time, I was work-
ing in sound design at the Para-
mount and Disney studios in Hol-
lywood, and wanted to move
more towards working in music.
I decided I’d give it a try, and
joined the band shortly after,” said
Jay.

Jay jumped into a two-
month touring schedule with
Kenna, opening for Depeche
Mode frontman Dave Gahan.
Kenna and the band also played
with Fiction Plane (Sting’s son
Joe Sumner’s band) and electro-
clash stars Fischerspooner.

Jay was the musical di-
rector for Kenna. He did the pro-
graming for live shows and
handled most of the synthesis
programing and technicalities for
playback.

Jay isn’t just a pretty face
– he’s a workhorse, playing close
to 70 shows across the USA and
UK between March and August
this year, which has paid divi-
dends when you look at the tal-
ent he has been working with.

Most recently, Jay and
Kenna were touring across the
US and the UK with the likes of
Nelly Furtado, She Wants Re-
venge and the Prince of Pop Jus-
tin Timberlake. “We also played
a few festivals, like South by
Southwest, the X-Games LA,
Live Earth NY and the MTV
Campus Invasion,” said Jay.

“It was good exp-
erience getting to see how Justin
[Timberlake] runs his show.
More than just seeing how he
worked, it was good to get to see
how his team worked. He’s an

extremely talented artist and can
definitely hold his own as a per-
former. We’d get to chat in be-
tween sound checks, but other
than that we didn’t hang out
much. He had his girlfriend out
with him and I’m sure he was
tending to her,” said Jay.

Now back in Thailand
after traveling around the world,
Jay is busy working on other
projects. “I’ve put together a
home studio with gear that I’ve
been purchasing over the last few
years. I want to work on a few
solo projects and lots of remixes
hopefully.

“I plan to get into writing
TV music with friends from LA.
I’m also doing mixing work for
local bands looking for a differ-
ent sound,” said Jay.

“It’s nice to have all my
belongings in one place now and
not have to pay rent in New York
while I’m not there. I’m sure I’ll
continue to travel back and forth,
but I will probably spend the ma-
jority of my time (while not tour-

“Jay” Montonn
Jira (left) goofs
around with
bandmates
while on tour in
the US with
American
electronica-
musician
Kenna. Jay is
now back in
Thailand
performing DJ
gigs and
making music
in his home
studio.




